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INTRODUCTION  TO  ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1947. 


General. 

It  is  customary  for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
introduce  his  Report  with  appropriate  comments  on  the 
events  of  the  year  under  review.  The  most  outstanding 
event  has  been  the  introduction  of  the  National  Health 
Service  (Scotland)  Act.  Under  this  Act  there  is  a 
reorientation  of  the  sphere  of  activities  of  the  Health 
Authority.  Certain  of  the  functions  are  transferred  to  other 
controlling  bodies  while  new  duties  fall  to  be  performed. 
It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  the  Public  Health 
Department  now  no  longer  has  a clinical  interest  in  the 
community  but  this  is  probably  compensated  for  by  the 
expansion  of  the  field  of  social  medicine  and  the  greater 
emphasis  upon  the  preventive  aspect. 

It  would  appear  that  there  is  now  a gap  between  the 
Public  Health  Department  and  the  general  practitioner 
service  whereas  formerly  the  Medical  Officer  relied  upon  the 
general  practitioner  service  as  the  first  line  of  defence 
against  epidemic  disease.  Doubtless,  however,  this  will  be 
remedied  in  light  of  experience  once  the  scheme  comes  into 
full  operation. 

There  are  many  other  points  connected  with  this 
National  Medical  Service  which  merit  comment,  but  I do  not 
consider  this  is  the  place  so  to  do.  It  is  better,  perhaps,  to 
await  the  development  of  the  service  and  remain,  at  least, 
loyal  to  our  profession. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  appreciate  that  Falkirk’s  position  is 
very  favourable  in  that  the  infantile  mortality  for  1947 
reached  the  low  level  of  42  deaths  per  1000  live  births.  This 
compares  very  favourably  with  that  of  Scotland,  which  was 
56,  and  still  more  favourable  with  that  of  the  large  Burghs, 
which  was  64.  It  is  interesting  that  Falkirk  has,  fairly  con- 
stantly, maintained  this  favourable  position  vis-a-vis  the 
other  large  Burghs.  There  is  no  definite  single  contributing 
factor  to  this  and  we  must  count  ourselves  fortunate,  per- 
haps, in  achieving  this  position.  The  corrected  number  of 
births  for  the  year  1947  was  804,  which  is  an  increase  from 
the  previous  years.  The  birth  rate  actually  having  increased 
to  20.9  as  compared  with  20.3  of  the  previous  year. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Under  the  Maternity  Services  for  the  Burgh  every 
endeavour  has  been  made  to  increase  the  hospital  accommo- 
dation for  maternity  cases.  However,  there  has  been  no 
success  in  this  matter,  due  largely  to  difficulties  attendant 
upon  the  obtaining  of  suitable  premises  and  secondly  the 
building  situation  being  as  it  is  and  such  priorities  being 
directed  towards  housing,  etc.  Doubtless,  however,  the 
position  has  not  been  properly  appreciated  when  it  is 
realised  that  there  are  only  ten  available  beds  within  the 
Burgh  of  Falkirk  set  aside  for  confinements  in  hospital  and, 
further,  that  those  ten  beds  were  primarily  established  for 
emergency  cases.  It  is  also  to  be  emphasised  that,  with  the 
present  housing  difficulties,  the  demand  for  hospitalisation 
of  maternity  cases  has  increased  tremendously,  and  had  it 
not  been  for  the  excellent  service  and  complete  co-operation 
of  the  Queen’s  Nurses,  who  tackled  the  domiciliary  super- 
vision under  conditions  which,  to  say  the  least,  were  most 
unfavourable  and  unsuitable,  the  infantile  mortality  figure 
would  not  have  been  so  good.  During  1947,  however,  there 
were  no  mishaps  in  the  domiciliary  midwifery  scheme. 

Turning  to  Child  Welfare,  this  has  largely  developed 
and  during  the  year  under  review  there  were  2709 
attendances  at  the  Clinic  in  Kerse  Lane  of  infants  and 
toddlers,  and  1554  attendances  at  the  Clinic  in  Camelon  by 
the  same  group;  547  patients  received  ultra-violet  light 
treatment,  while  602  children  were  immunised  against 
Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough. 

Infectious  Disease. 

The  year  1947  was  particularly  characterised  by  the 
epidemic  of  Poliomyelitis  which  struck  the  country  in  the 
middle  summer  and  early  autumn.  Fortunately,  in  Falkirk 
the  epidemic  was  particularly  slight,  nine  cases  being* 
notified,  of  which  three  were  confirmed.  Those  three  varied 
in  their  severity  and  there  remains  only  one  case  still  in 
hospital  under  orthopaedic  supervision. 

Of  the  other  infectious  diseases  Scarlet  Fever  was  the 
highest,  93  cases  of  this  disease  being  notified.  Fortunately 
the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  on  the  whole  has  not 
been  great.  I say  “ fortunately  ” because  the  staffing  of  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  has  been  a problem  which  has 
given  considerable  concern  to  the  Public  Health  Department, 
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there  having  been  times  during  the  year  when  it  was  neces- 
sary to  enlist  the  co-operation  of  the  general  practitioners 
to  encourage  the  nursing  at  home  of  such  cases  as  they  con- 
sidered suitable. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Diphtheria  during  the  year,  which  is  definitely  a favourable 
state  of  affairs. 

Tuberculosis. 

It  is  with  some  concern  that  one  views  the  increasing 
incidence  of  Tuberculosis,  particularly  among  the  younger 
members  of  the  community.  During  1947  there  has  been  an 
increase  of  approximately  33%  in  the  notified  cases  of  Pul- 
monary Tuberculosis.  Naturally  one  endeavours  to  seek 
some  explanation  for  such  a state  of  affairs.  I need  not  say 
that  it  is  difficult  to  determine  any  one  factor  which  would 
give  rise  to  this  increase  in  the  incidence  of  this  disease. 
Doubtless  we  all  have  our  ideas  as  to  the  probable  cause, 
but  until  one  can  produce  facts  and  figures  any  hypothesis  is 
not  acceptable.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  there  is  this  increasing 
tendency  of  the  incidence  of  this  infection  and  whether  it 
is  an  aftermath  of  the  war  years,  whether  it  is  a reflection 
of  the  present  economic  situation,  whether  it  is  a result  of 
the  rationing  system,  or  whether  it  is  the  outcome  of  the 
housing  conditions  it  would  be  foolish  to  say.  In  all  proba- 
bility it  is  an  accumulation  of  influences  but  we  cannot  just 
accept  this  and  it  is  essential  that  everything  should  be  done 
to  clarify  the  position  and  determine  the  cause  of  the  in- 
crease in  Tuberculosis. 

There  is  little  doubt,  taking  it  over  all,  that  there  is  a 
lowering  of  the  resistance  and  I do  feel  that  it  is  not  merely 
a reflection  of  the  physical  influence  but  that  there  is  a 
psychological  influence  upon  the  general  body  resistance 
because,  doubtless,  there  is  a fair  amount  of  anxiety  and 
worry  in  the  present  day  standard  of  life. 

One  feels  that  the  problem  of  Tuberculosis  is  such  that 
even  with  the  scheme  as  outlined  in  the  National  Health 
Service  (Scotland)  Act,  it  is  a much  wider  problem  than 
can  be  dealt  with  even  at  a regional  level.  I consider  that 
Tuberculosis  should  be  a national  responsibility  in  its 
entirety,  such  as  in  countries  like  Norway,  Sweden,  etc. 
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The  full  realisation  of  the  social  side  of  the  disease 
should  involve  more  than  what  is  being  done  at  the  moment, 
namely,  that  it  is  being  looked  at  primarily  as  a disease  of 
pathological  interest,  whereas  it  is  a condition  more  of  social 
importance  to  the  nation  and  as  such  should  be  treated 
nationally  as  I have  already  emphasised. 

There  are  so  many  factors  which  contribute  to  the  whole 
position  of  Tuberculosis,  such  factors  as  housing,  milk  supply, 
working  conditions,  habits  and  customs  of  the  people  and 
this  no  region  alone  can  tackle  unless  there  is  absolute 
national  backing.  There  is  also  a need  for  a type  of  publi- 
city which  will  make  the  nation  take  an  interest  in  a well- 
thought-out  scheme  and  also  enlist  their  co-operation  to  help 
to  eradicate  this  disease  from  our  midst. 

The  establishment  of  such  places  as  are  called 
“ Sanatoria  ” is  not  an  answer  to  the  problem  and  it  is  most 
necessary  to  grade  the  type  of  hospital  or  sanatorium  or 
preventorium  or  whatever  name  is  determined  for  such 
places,  in  order  to  cater  for  the  various  stages  and  types  of 
the  disease  and  too  long  have  we  travelled  along  derelict 
tracks  making  do  with  such  institutions  as  are  available 
instead  of  introducing  an  entirely  new  plan  of  campaign  to 
combat  the  disease. 

Housing. 

As  in  former  years  I emphasise  again  the  importance  of 
housing  in  all  problems  of  public  health  and  I do  feel  very 
strongly  that  adequate  housing  is  one  of  the  chief  factors  in 
preventive  medicine.  During  the  year  1947,  largely  due  to 
the  close  co-operation  between  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment and  the  Housing  Department  a fairly  large  number  of 
cases  have  been  re-housed  on  grounds  of  health,  and  the  local 
authority  has  under  consideration  the  introduction  of  a 
Points  Scheme,  which  I feel  sure  will  prove  successful  in 
determining  the  eligibility  of  families  for  re-housing.  Even 
with  all  this  there  is  still  dire  need  for  increased  effort  to 
provide  more  houses  for  the  people. 


I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  and  thanks  to: — 

Drs.  Jean  and  John  Horne  for  their  Report  on  the  Mater- 
nity Unit  of  Falkirk  Royal  Infirmary. 
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Mr.  French,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  Report  on 
Factories,  Food  Supply  and  other  relevant  information. 

Mr.  Clark,  Governor,  Blinkbonny  Home,  for  his  Report 
on  that  Institution. 

Mr.  Gibson,  Burgh  Engineer,  for  his  Report  on  the 
Sewage  Works. 

Professor  Mackie  for  his  Report  on  Bacteriological 
Examinations  carried  out  on  the  Burgh  of  Falkirk  during 
the  year  1947. 

I also  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  Miss 
Stewart  and  her  staff  for  the  excellent  work  they  have  per- 
formed during  the  past  year  and  for  the  co-operation  in  this 
difficult  period. 
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Principal  Statistical  Facts  showing  Falkirk’s  position  for 

the  Year  1947. 


Scotland 

Large  Burghs 

Falkirk 

5,138,652 

2,792,432 

38,435 

22.0 

22  6 

20.9 

12.9 

No.  Hate  per  1000 
1,095  0.80 

13.2 

No,  Rate  per  1000 
2,745  0.98 

11.8 

No.  Rate  per  1000 
19  0.49 

3,390  0.66 

2,296  0.82 

18  0.47 

66,200 

36,735 

454 

57 

35 

— 

8 

7 

— 

223 

139 

4 

45 

28 

— 

345 

163 

2 

5,249 

3,372 

61 

5.6 

5.3 

3.9 

56 

64 

42 

113,147 

63,036 

804 

238 

132 

5 

40 

19  ! 

2 

198 

113 

3 

2.1 

2.1 

6.2 

0.4 

0.3 

2 5 

1.7 

1.8 

3.7 

Population 

(Total  at  30th  June,  1947) 
Birth-rate  per  1,000 
Death-rate 
All  Tuberculosis 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis 


Total  Deaths 
Measles 

Scarlet  Fever  . 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Influenza  . 

Bronchitis  & Pneumonia 


Illegitimate  Births 
per  Cent,  of  Total  Births 

Infantile  Mortality  . 

Total  Births 

Deaths  from  all  Puerperal 
Causes  .... 

Deaths  from  Puerperal 
Sepsis 

Deaths  from  other  Puer- 
peral Conditions  . 


II 

vJH 


All  Puerperal  Conditions 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Puerperal 

Conditions 


COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS. 
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Maternity  Services  Scheme. 

Number  of  confinements  attended  by  midwives  alone  ...  254 


Number  of  confinements  attended  with  doctor  14 

Number  of  confinements  attended  without  doctor  or 
midwife  5 


institutions: — 


Number  of  confinements  attended  by  midwives  245 

Number  of  confinements  attended  by  doctors  275 

Number  of  confinements  attended  by  doctors  and  mid- 
wives   7 

Other  domiciliary  cases  attended  by  Queen’s  Nursing 
Sisters 4 

Total  number  of  births  during  the  year  804 


Home  Visits  done  by  Queen’s  Nursing  Sisters. 

First  Visits.  Re-visits. 
1054  4908 

1090  5444 

430  624 

1045  274 

690 
1250 

Infectious  Diseases  Contacts. 

Homes  visited  142.  Examinations  made  669. 

Total  number  of  homes  visited  14,236. 

Total  number  of  Public  Health  visits  made  16,426. 


Infants  

Toddlers  

Ante-natal  

Post-natal  

Advisory  Tuberculosis 
Nursing  Tuberculosis 
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FALKIRK  AND  DISTRICT  ROYAL  INFIRMARY. 


MATERNITY  HOME. 


BURGH  PATIENTS. 


STATISTICS,  1947. 


Total  Admissions  from  Burgh  355. 

1.  Ante-Natal  Cases  — 28. 

Conditions  found: — 

Pre-eclamptic  Toxaemia  10 

Cardiac  Disease  2 

False  Labour  4 

Venereal  Disease  1 

Tuberculosis  1 

Pyelitis  3 

Hypertension  4 

Foetal  Abnormality  2 

Concealed  Accidental  Haemorrhage  1 

Results: — 

Satisfactory  27 

Died  1 

(Cause  of  Death — Concealed  Accidental 
Haemorrhage). 

2.  Normal  Deliveries  without  complications  — 250. 

Results: — 

Satisfactory  250 

3.  Normal  Deliveries  with  complications  — 37. 

Complications  found: — 

Ante-partum  Haemorrhage  3 

Retained  Placenta  3 

Pre-eclamptic  Toxaemia  8 

Cardiac  Disease  4 

Premature  Births — 1.  Single  8 

2.  Twins  4 
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Persistent  Occipito  Posterior  3 

Hydramnios  1 

Monsters  2 

Post-partum  Haemorrhage  1 

Results: — 

Satisfactory  36 

Died  1 

(Cause  of  Death — Obstretic  Shock  following 
removal  of  retained  placenta). 

4.  Abnormal  Deliveries  — 37. 

Conditions  found: — 

Placenta  Praevia  6 

Delay  in  Labour  10 

Prim.  Breech  4 

Uterine  Inertia  2 

Foetal  Distress  6 

Maternal  Distress  1 

Contracted  Pelvis  2 

Rigidity  of  Cervix  2 

Deep  transverse  Arrest  of  Head  3 

Previous  Caesarean  Section  1 

Treatment: — 

Breech  Delivery  4 

Manual  removal  of  Placenta  2 

Forceps  Delivery  23 

Caesarean  Section  8 

Results: — 

Satisfactory  36 

Died  1 

(Cause  of  Death — Post-partum 
Haemorrhage). 

5.  Post-Natal  Cases  — 3. 

Conditions  Found: — 

Post-partum  Haemorrhage  2 

Born  before  Arrival  1 

Results: — 

Satisfactory  3 
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8.  Infants  Born  — 320. 

Still-births  8 

Monsters  4 

Macerated  Foetus  2 

Causes  of  Still-birth: — 

Breech  Delivery  1 

Forceps  Delivery  1 

Prematurity  5 

Ante-partum  Haemorrhage  1 

7 Infantile  Mortality  — 7. 

Causes  of  Death: — 

Prematurity  4 

Gastro-enteritis  2 

Sub-tentorial  Haemorrhage  1 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Kerse  Lane  Clinic: — There  were  three  ante-natal  clinics 
held  weekly. 

Total  number  of  attendances  made  by  ante-natal 

patients  2415 

Total  number  of  Births  804 

Attendances. 

Infants  1787 

Toddlers  922 

U.V.R.  Therapy— Patients,  547  3764 

Camelon  Clinic: — 

Infants  1093 

Toddlers  461 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Kerse  Lane  Clinic: — Completed  Cases  170 

Camelon  Clinic: — Completed  Cases  122 
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WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION. 

Kerse  Lane  Clinic: — Completed  Cases  177 

Camelon  Clinic: — Completed  Cases  133 

Tuberculosis. 

Total  number  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notifi- 
cations during  the  year  41 

Total  number  of  non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

notifications  during  the  year  7 

Total  number  of  male  T.B.  attending  the  Clinic  ...  112 

Total  number  of  attendances  made  by  male  T.B.  ...  1472 
Total  number  of  females  and  children  T.B. 

attending  the  Clinic  85 

Total  number  of  attendances  made  by  females  and 

children  T.B 1159 

All  patients  attending  the  Clinic  were  supplied  with 
malt  and  emulsion,  prescriptions,  etc. 

Tuberculosis  Contacts. 


Total  number  of  patients  attending  the  Clinic  725 

Total  number  of  attendances  2005 


Milk  Supply. 

During  the  year  1947  there  was  a definite  increase  in 
the  amount  of  milk  supplied  to  types  of  cases.  As  is  noted 
above  under  Tuberculosis  there  has  been  a considerable 
extension  of  the  contacts  supervision  and  the  attendances  at 
the  Contacts’  Supervisory  Clinics  have  increased.  As  is 
also  noted,  there  is  approximately  a 33%  increase  in  the  noti- 
fication of  Tuberculosis  and  it  is  amazing  the  number  of 
contacts  from  each  case  which  require  investigation  and  also 
it  is  an  interesting  fact  that  so  many  of  the  younger  contacts 
show  signs  of  a primary  infection  at  various  stages. 

The  results  obtained  so  far — and  it  is  perhaps  early 
enough  to  give  any  definite  opinion — have  been  satisfactory 
in  that  a considerable  number  of  the  contacts  are  showing 
healed  primary  lesions  while  others  are  in  the  process  of 
healing  as  reported  by  the  radiologist.  These  results,  I feel, 
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are  largely  due'  to  the  additional  nourishment  which  is  sup- 
plied through  the  scheme  here,  namely,  milk,  malt  and  oil, 
virol,  etc.,  etc.  Some  concern  has  been  expressed  regarding 
the  amount  of  milk  supplied  free  to  the  people  and  the  cost 
being  borne  by  the  Local  Authority,  but  it  is  my  considered 
opinion  that  this  money  is  well  invested  as  it  contributes  to 
increase  the  resistance  of  those  to  whom  it  is  supplied  and. 
in  view  of  the  economic  circumstances  of  the  people,  no  other 
alternative  presents  itself.  It  has  been  found  by  experience 
that  the  mere  prescribing  of  Priority  Milk  Certificates  is  no 
guarantee  that  the  people  are  taking  advantage  of  this 
priority  and  it  is  only  by  ensuring  that  the  milk  is  delivered 
by  the  dairyman  to  the  patients’  houses  that  there  is  any 
certainty  of  them  benefiting  thereby.  The  results  of  this 
will  not  be  found  for  some  years  to  come,  but  it  is  satis- 
factory to  know  that,  at  the  moment,  there  are  signs  that 
the  cases  are  improving  in  health  by  this  scheme. 

While  it  has  been  the  custom  in  the  past  to  provide  addi- 
tional nourishment  to  actually  proved  cases  of  Tuberculosis, 
it  is  only  within  recent  months  that  the  scheme  has  extended 
to  the  contacts. 


Financial  Assistance  under  the  Tuberculosis  Scheme. 


Total  number  of  applications  made  131 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  scheme  applications 

granted  were  ........ 105 

Applications  refused  26 


Total  amount  in  allowances  paid  out  during  the  year 
1947  was  ‘ £2010  8s.  5d. 

Scabies  Clinic,  Bell’s  Meadow. 

Total  number  of  adult  patients  attending  the  Clinic  ...  166 


Total  number  of  children  attending  the  Clinic  66 

Total  number  of  attendances  made  734 


Home  and  Domestic  Helps. 

A scheme  for  Home  and  Domestic  Helps  is  at  present 
under  consideration  by  the  Local  Authority  and  proposals 
thereanent  are  being  framed  for  submission  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health. 
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There  has  been  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  a sufficient 
number  of  volunteers  to  establish  this  service  as  we  would 
like  and  it  is  hoped  that  more  people  will  come  forward  to 
join  this  service  when  it  has  been  estbalished. 


Day  Nurseries. 

The  three  Day  Nurseries  within  the  Burgh  continue  to 
serve  the  community  and  this  is  a most  important  branch 
of  the  Child  Welfare  Scheme.  There  is  definitely  a need  for 
expansion  of  all  three  to  increase  accommodation,  alter- 
natively, to  establish  another  nursery. 

As  expressed  in  my  previous  report  the  need  for  a resi- 
dential nursery  is  greater  to-day  than  it  has  been  and  so 
soon  as  suitable  premises  are  obtainable  this  will  be 
established. 
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Comparative  Table  of  Births  for  the  Past  Ten  Years. 


Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Illegitimate 

1 

J Birth  Rate 

| Percentage 
| Illegitimate 

1937 

324 

308 

632 

19 

16.6 

3.0 

1938 

353 

325 

678 

33 

11.6 

8.0 

1939 

303 

297 

600 

20 

12.4 

1 3.3 

1940 

322  I 

283 

605 

28 

15.4 

4.6 

1941 

317  j 

289 

606  * 

31 

13.6 

5. 1 

1942 

311 

295 

606  i 

37 

12.8 

6.1 

1943 

297  I 

292 

589 

40  ! 

14.9 

6.8 

1914 

337  | 

329 

666  | 

59 

15.0 

8.9 

1945 

297 

286 

583  1 

38 

14.6 

6.5 

1946  ; 

431 

349  ; 

780  j 

51 

20.3 

6.9 

1947  i 

399  | 

405  i 

804  j 

31  | 

20.9  | 

3.9 

Comparative  Table  of  Infantile  Deaths. 


Year 

Number  of  Deaths 

Deaths  of  Infants 
per  1000  Births 

1937 

41 

70.0 

1938 

33 

49.0 

1939 

45 

75.0 

1940 

34 

56.0 

1911 

29 

48.0 

1942 

32 

53.0 

1943 

31 

53.0 

1944 

30 

45.0 

1945 

36 

62.0 

1946 

45 

o8.0 

1947 

34 

42.0 

Comparative  Table  of  Deaths. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Deaths 
Registered 

Death  Rate. 

Population. 

1937 

443 

11.7 

38,004 

1938 

401 

10.5 

38,173 

1939 

429 

11.2 

38,212 

1940 

499 

14.0 

35,643 

1911 

424 

12.3 

34,500 

4942 

394 

11.6 

34,000 

1943 

453 

13.5 

33,663 

1944 

462 

13.6 

33,971 

1945 

453 

13.2 

34,227 

1946 

461 

12.7 

36,700 

1947 

454 

13.0 

38,435 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  EACH  MONTH. 
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Total 

CO  C-  CO  CO  rH  U-  rH  t>  H rf.  <M  ^ 03  H 05  H H 

05  -Hi  CO  rH  CO  01 

co 

CO  1 
CO 

Dec. 

IQIOO  :-HCO  , ; :rH  : : j 

CO  1 

CO 

Nov. 

r-uot*  :h  ;cq 

1 

1 OS  " 

Oct. 

CO  rH  ^ 00  <N  (M  ; rH  <N  ; rH  ; . ; rH  ; rH 

rH 

CO 

*3  I 
& 

I ® 

^ co  oq  oi  co  ri  ; ; ; co  : : I 

§1 

Aug. 

: : : : ■ . ^ : :| 

co 

July 

co  <n  co  <m  ^ .rH  : i — i 

2 

June 

io  QO  ^ co  th  05  oi  i oi 

$! 

May 

-H  -N  ^ ^ <M  ;^rH  . . rH  COCO  : rH  ; . 

CO 

co  ; 

; 

April 

: hH  : rH  : hhh  ; 

| 

CO  1 
CO  1 

1 

Mar. 

1 

CO  hH  05  ;rH 1 10  ; <M  ; ;HH  ; rH  ; ; ; 

\o  "H*  <n  : h m N L"  : : : : ;i— i . : : : 

tH 

<N 

e3 

^-5 

1 

(M  05  ; i— 1 CO  rH  !M  . rH  • rH  . ; 

<M 

Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Primary  Pneumonia 
Erysipelas  - 

Measles  - 
Phthisis 

Other  Tuberculosis 
Dysentery 
Puerperal  Fever 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Cere bro- Spinal  Fever 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Pneumonia  (not  otherwise 

notifiable 

Whooping  Cough 
Continued  Fever 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Typhoid  Fever 
Infective  Hepatitis 

Total  - 

Tuberculosis  notifications  included. 


YEAR  1947 


Infectious  Diseases 

Ward 

1 

Ward 

2 

Ward 

3 

Ward 

4 

Ward 

5 

Total 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

- 

2 

1 

- 

1 

4 

Continued  Fever 
(Undulant) 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

* Diphtheria 

9 

8 

12 

13 

5 

47 

Dysentery 

6 

4 

1 

6 

4 

21 

Erysipelas 

8 

3 

1 

2 

2 

16 

Jaundice,  Acute, 
Infective  - 

_ 

- 

1 

. 

- 

1 

Measles 

10 

6 

5 

8 

4 

33 

Ophthalmia  Neon- 
atorum 

_ 

1 

1 

. 

2 

Pneumonia,  Acute 
Primary 

27 

4 

7 

14 

14 

66 

Pneumonia,  (not 
otherwise  notifiable) 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

t Poliomyelitis,  Acute 

1 

3 

- 

3 

2 

9 

Puerperal  Fever  - 

1 

5 

- 

1 

- 

7 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

22 

21 

20 

13 

17 

93 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

13 

11 

5 

7 

5 

41 

Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

7 

Typhoid  Fever 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Whoopin  g-Cough 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

9 

Total  - 1 

103 

72 

57 

71 

60 

363 

Only  40  cases  of  Diphtheria  cases  notified  were  confirmed, 
t Although  9 notified,  only  3 confirmed. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
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N.B.  — There  were  four  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  and  Pneumonia  notified.  There  was  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Diphtheria  confirmed.  Of  the  nine  cases  of  acute  poliomyelitis  notified  only  three  cases  confirmed  as  acute  anterior 
poliomyelitis. 
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Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  Ten  Years. 


Disease 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1911 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Diphtheria 

65 

54 

40 

34 

22 

33 

103 

8.1 

54 

47 

Erysipelas 

34 

20 

7 

11 

20 

33 

24 

14 

17 

16 

Scarlet  Fever 

191 

70 

23 

18 

47 

94 

201 

97 

60 

93 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

3 

4 

5 

3 

4 

4 

3 

4 

4 

7 i 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

2 

7 

3 

2 

10 

12 

6 

4 

1 

Cerebro-spinal 

Fever 

3 

4 

25 

22 

9 

1 

1 

1 

6 

4 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  . 

1 

1 

6 

— 

2 

— 

4 

1 

2 

2 1 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

9 

Pneumonia  . 

11 

52 

63 

22 

28 

49 

48 

46 

79 

66  ■ 

Influenzal 

Pneumonia 

4 

4 

12 

7 

25 

15 

7 

< 

4 

— 1 

Pneumonia 

(otherwise  not 
notifiable) 

5 

1 

6 

41 

Chickenpox  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

37 

1 

— 1 

Dysentery 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

16 

101 

405 

82 

21 

Measles  . 

571 

26 

598 

38 

381 

27 

367 

178 

523 

33 

Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

3 

2 

2 

5 

12 

17 

- 

9 

Undulant  Fever  . 

— 

- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Para-Typhoid 
Fever  A . 

2 

1 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

-• 

— 

-1 

Para-Typhoid 
Fever  B . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  . 

22 

19 

28 

31 

36 

31 

40 

43 

29 

41 

Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  . 

12 

13 

5 

11 

7 

9 

28 

14 

8 

7 

Totals 

924 

271 

822 

204 

585 

328 

960 

950 

1 879 

363 

Tuberculosis  notifications  included. 
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Burgh  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  Report 
For  Year  ended  1947. 


DISEASES 

Remaining 
from  1916 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Died 

Remaining 

o 

O x 

jSP 

H 

Average 
N o.  of  Days 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

11 

81 

83 

, 

9 : 

2447 

26.5 

Diphtheria 

12 

40 

46 

- i 

6 ! 

2347  ' 

48.85 

Pneumonia 

2 

27 

24 

5 

1170 

40.34 

Pneumonia  and 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

l 

— 

1 

29 

29 

Broncho-  Pn  eumon  ia 

— 

5 

4 

1 

170 

34 

Acute  Bronchitis 

— 

1 

1 



- 

17 

17 

Bronchial  Group 



1 



— 

i ! 

13 

13 

Meningitis 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

142  1 

47.1 

Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

42 

21 

Whooping  Cough 

and  Pneumonia 

— 

6 

5 

1 

— 

219 

36.5 

Whooping  Cough 

and  Bronchitis  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— I 

45 

45 

Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

8 

7 

1 

_ I 

277 

34.75 

Dysentery . 

— 

4 

3 

1 

— 

107 

26.75 

Undulant  Fev^r 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

66  j 

66 

Observation 

1 

6 

7 

— 

— 

123 

17.4 

Erysipelas 

5 

5 

— 

— 

70 

14 

Puerperal  Fever 

5 

5 

— 

— 

211 

42  2 

Pleurisy  Effusion 

1 

l 

— 

— 

54  | 

54 

Para-Tvphoid  (B) 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

44 

44 

Gastro-Enteritis 

— 

5 

3 

1 

i 

105 

21 

C.S.F. 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

9 

4.5 

Tonsdlitis 

1 

— 

1 



— 

l -1 

21 

Marasmus  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

165 

! 165 

TOTAL 

| 30 

| 204 

| 206 

1 5 

i 23 

| 7,893  i 

868.89 

Pulmonary  Tuber- 

culosis 

16 

18 

13 

3 

18 

Pulmonary  Tuber- 

culosis &n/p.  t.b. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Non  -P  ul  mon  ary 

Tuberculosis 

3 

— 

— 

I — 

3 

Observation 

1 1 

— . 

1 

1 _ 

— 

TOTAL 

! 21 

1 18 

1 14 

1 8 

| 22 

| 7,209 

1 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(1)  Infectious  Diseases. 

For  all  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  and  Tuberculosis 
there  is  an  ambulance  at  the  Burgh  Hospital  owned  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

(2)  For  other  cases  there  is  a very  good  ambulance 
service  under  the  auspices  of  St.  Andrew’s  Ambulance 
Association. 


BURGH  OF  FALKIRK. 


Bacteriological  Examinations  carried  out  for  the 
Burgh  of  Falkirk  by  the  Bacteriology  Department, 
University  of  Edinburgh,  from  January  to  December, 

1947. 


Total. 


Swabs  from  throat,  nose  and  ear  examined 

for  B.diphtheriae Positive  3 

Swabs  from  throat,  nose  and  ear  for 
haemolytic  streptococci  and  other 
pathogenic  organisms — 

Positive — Haemolytic  streptococci  50 
Sputum  examined  for  B.tuberculosis  by 

the  microscopic  method  Positive  25 

Urine  and  faeces  examined  for  B.tubercu- 
losis by  the  microscopic  method  ...  Positive  1 
Cutlivation  test  for  B.tuberculosis 

(Sputum  and  other  specimens)  ...  Positive  1 
Animal  inoculation  for  B.tuberculosis 

(Sputum  and  other  specimens)  ...  Positive  1 
Pleural  and  peritoneal  fluid  for  general 
bacteriological  examination  (including 
B.tuberculosis  by  the  microscopic 

method)  ...  

Cerebro-spinal  fluid  for  general  bacteriolo- 
gical examination  (including  examina- 
tion for  B.tuberculosis) 

Blood  for  Widal  reaction  (including 
agglutination  test  for  B.abortus) 

Blood-clot  cultures  from  specimens  sub- 
mitted for  Widal  reaction  


316. 

150. 

93. 

9. 

12. 

12. 

3. 

2. 

11. 

6. 
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Faeces  and  urine  examined  for  organsims 
of  enteric  and  dysentery  groups — 

Positive — Flexner  I.  1 65. 

Faeces  examined  for  protozoa  and  hel- 


minth ova  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1. 

Pus  for  general  bacteriological  examination  1. 

Urine  for  general  bacteriological  examina- 
tion   22. 

Blood  for  Wassermann  reaction  25. 

Syphillis  flocculation  test  — method  of 
Bacteriology  Department,  Edinburgh 
University 23. 

Kahn  “verification  test”  for  syphilis  ...  5. 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid  for  biochemical 

examination ...  2. 

Vaginal,  uterine  and  urethral  swabs  and 
smears  for  gonococcus  and  general  bac- 
teriological examination  16. 

Conjunctival  swabs  and  smears  for  gono- 
coccus and  general  bacteriological 
examination  3. 

Swabs  examined  for  thrush  fungus...  ...  18. 

Miscellaneous  examinations ...  1. 


796. 


Health  Education. 

The  Scottish  Council  for  Health  Education  continues 
to  arrange  public  lectures  on  subjects  of  health.  During 
1947  there  was  one  organised  here  when  Dr.  Mearns,  Medical 
Advisor  to  the  Council,  gave  a very  interesting  talk  on  V.D. 
There  were  appropriate  films  shown  and  the  attendance 
was  fairly  good.  It  is  anticipated  that  further  lectures  will 
be  organised  in  the  future  as  this  is  a suitable  means  of 
bringing  before  the  public  the  Health  Services  available  to 
them. 


Deaths  from  Principal  Epidemic  Diseases. 

There  were  6 deaths  from  the  principal  epidemic  diseases 
during  1947.  There  were  5 males  and  one  female.  This 
was  equal  to  a death  rate  of  0.16  per  1000  of  the  population. 
These  include  the  following: — 


Influenza  2 

Whooping  Cough  4 
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Deaths  and  Death  Rates  in  other  Principal  Diseases. 

Tuberculosis. — There  were  14  deaths  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  during  1947.  There  were  8 males  and  6 females. 
This  was  equal  to  an  annual  death  rate  of  0.40  per  1000  of 
the  population. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
during  the  year  1947.  This  is  an  improvement  on  the 
previous  year,  when  7 deaths  were  notified. 

Pneumonia. — There  were  22  deaths  from  all  forms  of 
Pneumonia  during  1947,  of  which  11  were  males  and  11 
females.  This  was  equal  to  a death  rate  of  0.1  per  1000  of 
the  population. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases. — Including  Bronchitis  there 
were  43  deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases.  There  were  30 
males  and  13  females.  The  figure  for  1946  was  23  deaths. 
The  death  rate  for  1947  was  1.1  per  1000  of  the  population, 
while  that  for  1946  was  0.6  per  1000  of  the  population. 

Cancer. — There  were  55  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the 
year — 26  males  and  29  females — giving  an  annual  death  rate 
of  1.4  per  1000  of  the  population.  The  number  of  deaths 
from  Cancer  during  1946  was  67,  giving  a death  rate  of  1.84 
per  1000  of  the  population. 

Vascular  Diseases.  — There  were  124  deaths  from 
diseases  of  the  heart,  of  which  74  were  males  and  50  females. 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage  caused  58  deaths,  25  being  males  and 
33  females.  Deaths  from  other  circulatory  diseases  num- 
bered 9,  there  being  7 males  and  2 females.  The  total  num- 
ber of  deaths  from  Vascular  Diseases,  therefore,  is  191,  which 
is  equal  to  an  annual  death  rate  of  5.0.  During  the  year 
1946  there  were  185  deaths  from  Vascular  Diseases.  Deaths 
from  Vascular  Diseases  account  for  42  per  cent,  of  the  total 
deaths  in  the  burgh. 

Principal  Epidemic  Diseases. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  93  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
notified  during  1947  as  compared  with  60  in  1946.  The 
largest  number  of  cases  occurred  in  December.  There  were 
no  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever. 
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The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 


East  22 

West  21 

Middle  20 

North  13 

Camelon  17 


Diphtheria. — There  were  47  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified 
during  1947.  All  cases  were  removed  to  hospital.  Forty 
cases  of  Diphtheria  were  confirmed.  There  were  no  deaths. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 


East  9 

West  8 

Middle  12 

North  13 

Camelon  5 


Erysipelas — There  were  16  cases  of  Erysipelas  notified 
during  1947.  Five  cases  were  removed  to  hospital. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 


East  8 

West  3 

Middle  1 

North  2 

Camelon  2 


Acute  Primary  Pneumonia. — There  were  66  cases  notified 
during  1947  as  compared  with  89  cases  notified  in  1946. 
Thirty-four  cases  were  removed  to  the  Burgh  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 


East  27 

West  4 

Middle  7 

North  14 

Camelon  14 


Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia. — There  were 
eight  cases  notified  during  1947. 
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The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 

East  1 

West  5 

Middle  1 

North  1 

Camelon  — 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.  — There  were  four  cases  of 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  notified  during  1947. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 

East  — 

West  2 

Middle  — 

North  1 

Camelon  1 

Measles. — There  were  33  cases  of  Measles  notified  in 
1947.  This  was  a marked  decrease  from  1946,  when  523 
cases  were  notified. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 

East  10 

West  6 

Middle  5 

North  8 

Camelon  4 


Dysentery. — There  were  21  cases  of  Dysentery  notified 
during  1947.  This  was  a marked  decrease  from  1946,  when 
82  cases  were  notified. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 

East  6 

West  4 

Middle  1 

North  6 

Camelon  4 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — There  were  two  cases  notified 
during  the  year  1947. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 


East  — 

West  1 

Middle  — 

North  1 


Camelon 


Whooping  Cough. — There  were  nine  cases  notified  during 
the  year  1947. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 


East  3 

West  1 

Middle  1 

North  1 

Camelon  i 3 


Acute  Poliomyelitis.  — There  were  nine  cases  notified 
during  the  year  1947.  Only  three  cases  were  confirmed. 


The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 


East  1 

West  3 

Middle  — 

North  3 

Camelon  2 


Typhoid  Fever. — There  was  one  case  notified  during  the 
year  1947  in  Ward  2. 


Continued  Fever  (Undulant).  — There  was  one  case 
notified  during  the  year  1947  in  Ward  2. 


Acute  Infective  Hepatitis. — There  was  one  case  notified 
during  the  year  1947  in  Ward  3. 
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Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — There  were  41  cases  notified 
during  the  year  1947  compared  with  29  cases  during  the  year 
1946. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 


East  13 

West  11 

Middle  5 

North  7 

Camelon  5 


Non-Pulmon&ry  Tuberculosis. — There  were  seven  notifi- 
cations received  during  the  year  1947  compared  with  eight 
during  the  year  1946. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 


East  1 

West  1 

Middle  2 

North  1 

Camelon  2 


Return  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  Notified  during  the  Year. 
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Cases  not  removed  to  hospital— 

Pulmonary— Males  13  Non-Pulmonary— Males  — Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary— Males 

' Females  15  Females  4 Females 

Total  28  Total  4 Total 

N B.  One  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  agod  4 2 years  notified  but  not  confirmed.  This  case  is  not  include#  in  Return. 
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Return  showing  the  Number  of  Cases  which  received  Treatment  under  the  Tuberculosis  Scheme  i 

Sanatoria  or  other  Institutions  during  the  Year. 
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Please  note  that  one  female  patient  suffering  from  Pulmonary  and  Non -Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is 

included  in  the  Return  for  the  Sanitorium. 


Return  of  Number  of  Persons  who  Died  from  Tuberculosis  in  the  area  during  the  year  with 
particulars  as  to  period  elapsing  between  Notification  and  Death  and  between  Discharge  from 
an  Institution  and  Death. 
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PRIMARY  LUNG  INFECTIONS 
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Tuberculosis. 


Occupation  of  48  Cases  notified  in  1947. 


Pulmonary. 

Service  Cases  5 

Foundry  Worker  2 

Housewife  10 

Scholar  5 

Moulder  2 

Plate-moulder  1 

Labourer  2 

Clerkess  2 

Clerk  1 

Nurse  2 

Bus  Conductress  2 

Draper  1 

Plasterer  1 

Motor  Mechanic  — 

Bookbinder  1 

Motor  Driver  1 

Apprentice  Fitter  1 

Infant  1 

Unemployed  1 


N on-Pulmonary . 

1 

2 

3 


1 


Total 


41 


7 


Provision  of  Insulin. 

Thirteen  necessitous  cases  of  Diabetes  (12  females  and 
one  male)  were  supplied  with  insulin  in  tubes  of: — 

20  units  per  c.c. — 126  tubes. 

40  units  per  c.c. — 90  tubes. 

Protamine  Zinc  Insulin: — 

40  units  per  c.c. — 462  tubes. 

Total  number  of  tubes  issued — 678. 


Vaccination  (Scotland)  Act,  1907. 

The  number  of  conscientious  objections  recorded  during 
the  year  was  491. 
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Water  Supply. 

The  Stirling  and  Falkirk  Water  Board  continue  to  pro- 
vide an  adequate  water  supply  of  high  quality,  the  consumpt 
of  which,  including  all  metered  water,  is  almost  70  gallons 
per  day  per  head  of  the  population. 

Samples  taken  of  the  three  sources  of  supply  continue 
to  be  favourable  and  the  analyses  show  little  change  from 
those  procured  in  previous  years.  Greenhorne’s  Well  con- 
tinues to  be  used  as  a public  water  fountain  in  the  burgh 
and  has  always  been  found  suitable  for  drinking  purposes. 

Drainage. 

The  sewerage  system  did  not  undergo  any  change  during 
the  year  apart  from  extensions  to  new  housing  areas. 

The  Consulting  Engineer  employed  by  the  Local 
Authority  made  a start  on  the  examination  of  the  whole 
drainage  system  of  the  burgh  and  his  report  is  awaited. 

Trade  wastes  continues  to  give  trouble  on  discharge  to 
the  public  sewers  and  in  two  instances  steps  were  taken  to 
try  to  improve  the  condition  of  liquid  waste  being  discharged. 
Twenty-two  alterations  to  existing  drains  in  the  burgh  were 
inspected  and  passed  by  the  Sanitary  Department.  These 
alterations  resulted  in  the  installation  of  35  water-closets, 
two  urinals,  17  wash-hand  basins,  seven  sinks,  four  baths 
and  one  wash-house. 


Rivers  Pollution. 

The  tracing  of  pollution  of  streams  and  of  the  River 
Carron  continues  to  be  an  important  branch  of  the  work  of 
the  Department,  and  some  progress  has  been  recorded  over 
recent  years. 

During  1947,  however,  serious  pollution  of  a stream  took 
place  by  the  offensive  fish  effluent  from  Roughcastle  Fish 
Works.  This  was  due  to  irreparable  damage  to  the  drain 
taking  the  effluent  to  the  public  sewer  and  a new  drain  was 
required.  The  management  of  the  fish  works  had  the  work 
completed  as  quickly  as  possible. 
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Mainly  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  proprietor  of  the  land 
through  which  this  stream  passes,  it  was  cleaned  out  and  all 
pockets  of  polluting  material  removed  The  owners  of  the 
factories  who  discharge  effluents  to  the  burn  contributed  to 
the  cost  of  cleaning.  It  is  hoped  that  this  work  will  not  be 
undone  by  further  pollutions. 

The  River  Carron  itself  continues  to  be  a grossly  pol- 
luted river  on  arrival  at  the  burgh  boundary  and  until  the 
upstream  pollution  is  prevented  the  efforts  made  in  Falkirk 
are  almost  futile. 

Circumstances  have  changed  since  the  Advisory  Com- 
mittee published  their  report  on  the  River  Carron  and  the 
Bonny  Water  in  1937,  and  these  changes  justify  the  matter 
being  re-examined.  A considerable  degree  of  co-operation 
will  be  required  by  all  the  parties  interested  if  a solution  is 
to  be  found. 

On  one  occasion  a serious  pollution  took  place  in  a burn 
passing  through  a public  park  when  a quantity  of  sulphuric 
acid  from  a chemical  works  entered  the  burn  following  an 
accident.  Steps  were  taken  immediately  to  prevent  danger 
to  persons  and  animals  and  the  firm  sought  to  neutralise  the 
acid  while  their  chemist  carried  out  tests  on  the  burn  until 
satisfied  that  no  further  danger  existed.  The  police  and 
members  of  the  Sanitary  Department  warned  all  persons 
likely  to  be  affected  and  the  National  Fire  Service  carried 
out  flushing  operations  on  the  instructions  of  the  staff. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Three  premises  are  registered  as  offensive  trades.  In 
only  one  factory  is  any  difficulty  experienced. 

The  Fish  Works  at  Roughcastle  continues  to  be  a source 
of  nuisance  due  to  the  offensive  liquid  discharges  from  these 
works.  The  difficulties  experienced  during  the  year  are  men- 
tioned under  “ Rivers  Pollution.” 

The  management  do  everything  possible  to  improve 
matters  and  carry  out  any  suggestions  made  to  them.  A 
reduction  in  the  amount  of  effluent  discharges  to  the  sewer 
was  expected,  but  the  processing  plant  required  for  treating 
the  effluent  has  not  been  delivered. 
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Factories. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Premises 

1 

M/c 

line 

No. 

2 

Number 

on 

Register 

3 

} Number 
of 

Inspections 

4 

M/c 

Line 

No. 

5 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,.  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

1 

55 

41 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  to  which  Section  7 
applies 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local 
Authorities  (Transfer 
of  Enforcement)  Order 
1938 

2 

199 

64 

(b)  Others 

g 

3 

15 

3 

(iii)  Other  Premises  under 
the  Act  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 

4 

- 

4 

1 - -t  ,- 

TOTAL 

257 

120 

2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Particulars 

M/c 

line 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

M/c 

line 

No. 

6 

1 

No. 

2 

Found 

3 

Remedied 

4 

Referred 
by  HM  In 
spector.  5 

Want  of  cleanliness  (SI) 

5 

6 

6 

1 

5 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(S7) 

(a)  insufficient 

10 

2 

2 

10 

(b)  unsuitable  or  de- 
fective 

11 

7 

3 

7 

11 

(c)  not  separate  for 
sexes 

12 

1 

- 

1 

12 

Other  offences  (not  in- 
cluding offences  re- 
lating to  homework) 

13 

1 

1 

1 

13 

TOTAL 

61 

17 

10 

12 

61 

(Sections  110  and  111). 
OUTWORK  — Nil. 


40 


Factories  (continued). 

The  inspection  of  the  premises  in  which  many  of  the 
population  work  continues  to  be  carried  out. 

The  necessity  for  proper  sanitary  accommodation  and 
other  facilities  for  the  safety  and  welfare  of  the  worker  is 
well  known,  but  many  improvements  have  not  been  carried 
out  because  licences  have  been  refused  by  the  Ministry  of 
Works.  It  is  unsatisfactory  to  the  Department  after  having 
requested  improvements  and  receiving  the  assurance  of  the 
factory  management  that  they  will  be  done  to  find  that  the 
improvements  cannot  proceed  because  of  these  refusals.  The 
Ministry  do  not  appreciate  that  the  Sanitary  Department 
issue  a statutory  notice  only  when  the  work  is  necessary. 
One  hundred  and  twenty  inspections  were  made  during  the 
year. 


Burials. 

Deaths  of  the  friendless  and  those  who  have  no  known 
relatives  give  the  Department  the  task  of  arranging  for  the 
last  rites  on  these  unfortunate  people. 


FOOD  SUPPLY. 

(a)  Meat. 

The  Public  Slaughterhouse  is  still  used  as  a central 
slaughterhouse  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  The  work  is 
efficiently  supervised  by  the  resident  Superintendent  and 
Meat  Detention  Officer,  while  the  Meat  Inspector  performs 
his  duties  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  responsible  to  the  Local 
Authority  for  the  administration  of  the  premises  and  88  in- 
spections were  made  during  the  year  by  members  of  the  staff. 

In  the  near  future  the  Local  Authority  will  be  con 
sidering  some  reconstruction  of  the  premises  and  renewal  of 
equipment  to  improve  the  operation  of  the  slaughterhouse 


41 


During  the  year  4649  tripes,  15,236  sheep  bags  and  2913 
sets  of  feet  were  prepared  for  sale  to  the  butchers  supplied 
from  the  slaughterhouse. 

The  undernoted  statement  gives  the  information 
desired  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Table  “A” 


Number  of  Animals  Weight  (in  lbs.) 

Class  of  Slaughtered  Wholly  Partially  of  condemned 

Animals  condemned  condemned  meat 


Cattle  4,805  51  10  24,027 

Calves  1,586  14  — 400 

Sheep  15,903  23  2 799 

Pigs  3,032  13  4 1,661 


25,326  101  16  26,887 


MILK. 

(1)  Dairies. 

The  inspection  of  dairies  and  other  premises  handling 
milk  was  regularly  maintained  and,  during  the  year,  one 
hundred  and  seventy-four  inspections  were  made.  The 
table  below  gives  details  of  the  premises. 


Table  “ B ” 


Class  of  Trade 

No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
Cows 

Designated  Licences 

Heat  treated 
Certfled  T.T.  & Pasteurised 

Producer  Retailers  ... 

2 

39 



1 — 

Producer  Wholesalers 

4 

65 

1 

2 — 

Dealer  Wholesaler  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 1 

Retail  Purveyors  

33 

— 

8 

2 6 

Exempted  Premises... 

10 

25 

— 

— — 

Twenty-five  households  are  supplied  from  exempted 
premises. 

No  major  alterations  to  premises  were  carried  out  during 
the  year.  Any  matter  found  to  contravene  the  dairy  bye- 
laws was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  dairymen.  The 
limewashing  of  dairies  was  carried  out  twice  during  the 
year. 


N|M 
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(2)  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders. 

No  change  in  producers’  licences  was  made  during  the 
year,  the  number  of  licences  granted  being  four,  of  which 
one  was  for  “ Certified  ” milk  and  three  for  “ Tuberculin  ” 
tested. 

In  addition,  18  licences  were  issued  to  dealers  and  pur- 
veyors of  milk  to  retail  designated  milks. 

There  is  still  only  one  pasteurisation  plant  in  the  burgh 
and,  despite  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  owners,  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  premises  and  the  replacement  of  the  plant  has 
been  delayed.  As  some  unsatisfactory  results  were  obtained 
during  the  year,  the  owners  have  been  working  on  temporary 
alterations  and  improvements  to  carry  them  over  until  the 
full  scheme  can  be  started. 

One  hundred  and  five  samples  of  milk  were  submitted 
to  the  various  bacteriological  tests.  Five  samples  were 
submitted  for  biological  examination  and  all  five  were  satis- 
factory. Any  failure  to  comply  with  the  prescribed  condi- 
tions laid  down  in  the  Orders  was  investigated  and  action 
taken  to  prevent  a recurrence. 

(3)  Scottish  Milk-Testing  Scheme. 

As  reported  last  year,  a laboratory  under  the  above 
scheme  has  been  set  up  in  the  Sanitary  Department,  and 
during  1947  the  testing  of  milk  was  started.  Two  of  the  staff 
were  approved  as  testers  by  the  Department  of  Health. 
This  has  been  a most  successful  venture  and  the  control  of 
milk  supplies  in  the  burgh  has  been  strengthened  by  the 
frequency  of  testing. 

The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken 
and  results  of  the  various  tests.  Where  results  were  unsatis- 
factory in  the  Resazurin  Test,  the  procedure  laid  down  in  the 
Milk-Testing  Scheme  regarding  notification  to  the  producer, 
local  authority  and  Milk  Marketing  Board  was  followed. 

Similarly  unsatisfactory  results  in  the  Methylene  Blue 
tests  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  producer  or  dealer. 
Formal  samples  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  were  taken 
following  any  failure  in  the  chemical  analysis. 
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Samples 

Resazurin  Test 

Methylene  Blue 
Test 

Chemical 

analysis 

Taken. 

Passed. 

Failed. 

Passed. 

Failed. 

Passed. 

Failed. 

337 

215 

58 

187 

98 

243 

14 

(4)  School  Milk. 


During  the  week  beginning  15th  December,  1947,  an 
enquiry  at  the  11  schools  in  the  burgh  showed  that  80%  of 
the  6654  pupils  were  taking  milk  once  daily.  The  milk 
supplied  to  schools  is  “Tuberculin  Tested”  and  “ Pasteurised” 
and  is  periodically  sampled  to  see  that  it  complies  with  the 
prescribed  conditions. 


Houses  Erected. 

During  1947  143  houses  were  completed  and  at  31st 
December,  1947,  were  in  various  stages  of  construction. 

The  Department  of  Health  have  refused  to  allow  any 
new  developments  to  start  until  the  number  of  unfinished 
houses  is  reduced.  Some  relaxation  in  the  present  year  is 
hoped  for  and  no  doubt  the  Local  Authority  will  take  every 
opportunity  to  press  the  urgent  need  for  houses  in  the  Burgh . 

Houses  erected  and  acquired  by  the  Local  Authority, 


Number 

of 

hotses. 

Number 
let  since 
last  report. 

Number 

let 

to  date. 

Number 
still 
to  let. 

1919  Act  Scheme  

230 

— 

230 

— 

1923  Act  Scheme  

112 

— 

112 

— 

Insanitary  Area  Scheme 

1270 

— 

1270 

— 

Composite  Scheme  ... 

1320 

11 

1320 

— 

Bog  Hoad  Extension  . 

278 

54 

88 

190 

Windsor  Road  

132 

22 

22 

110 

East  Carmuirs  

200 

56 

56 

144 

Totals  

3542 

143 

3098 

444 

Overcrowding. 

A complete  survey  was  made  in  early  1947  of  all 
dwelling-houses  with  a rental  of  £45  and  under.  The  purpose 
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of  this  survey  was  to  provide  the  fullest  information  to  the 
Town  Council  on  the  housing  requirements  of  the  burgh. 

The  overcrowding  was  shown  according  to  the  legal 
standard  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1935,  and  also  to  the 
new  standard  of  occupation  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  Circular  149/44.  The  new  housing  requirements  for 
the  burgh  were  based  on  this  latter  standard,  which  one  can 
expect  will  become  the  legal  standard  when  circumstances 
permit. 

Each  house  was  also  shown  in  Categories  I.,  II.  or  III 
according  to  its  condition. 

Tables  II.  and  III.  of  the  appendix,  giving  the  details  of 
the  number  of  new  houses  required  to  abate  overcrowding 
and  rehouse  all  slum-dwellers  and  sub-tenants,  are  sum- 
marised as  follows: — 


Apartments.  Total. 
2 3 4 5 6 64- 

Table  II — 960  662  262  106  4 1994 

Table  III 74  924  355  67  20  1 1441 


Totals  74  1884  1017  329  126  5 3435 


The  survey  revealed  1483  families  living  in  rooms  of 
houses  tenanted  by  others. 

General  Needs  of  the  Community. 

Opportunity  was  taken  in  the  above  report  to  deal  with 
the  annual  requirements  of  the  community  due  to  marriage. 
It  was  estimated  that  some  350  marriages  are  likely  to  pro- 
duce housing  applications  in  the  burgh  annually.  This 
means  that  the  housing  requirements  shown  above  must 
have  350  houses  added  annually  to  meet  the  general  needs 
of  the  community.  Further,  it  means  that  until  more  than 
350  houses  are  completed  annually  the  housing  problem  is 
not  even  being  reduced. 

Modernisation  of  Houses. 

There  are  2793  houses  in  the  burgh  considered  to  be 
structurally  sound,  but  not  in  all  respects  fit  for  habitation. 
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The  report  “ Modernising  our  Homes,”  issued  by  the  Scottish 
Housing  Advisory  Committee,  favours  the  improvement  of 
such  houses,  and  should  this  ultimately  become  Government 
policy  it  means  that  approximately  50%  only  of  the  houses 
will  survive,  as  two  houses  will  be  required  to  make  one 
modern  house  in  most  instances.  Thus  another  1400  houses 
require  to  be  built  to  take  the  displaced  tenants.  Should  no 
such  modernisation  take  place  then  ultimately  all  the  houses 
will  become  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  require  replace- 
ment. 

The  magnitude  of  the  Local  Authority’s  housing  problem 
is  such  as  to  make  one  wonder  when  it  will  be  solved. 

Slum  Clearance. 

During  1947  it  had  been  intended  to  close  84  houses  under 
the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1930.  These  houses  were  in 
urgent  need  of  replacement  but  by  the  end  of  the  year,  due 
to  the  inadequate  number  of  houses  completed,  only  21  had 
been  condemned.  Twenty  demolition  orders  and  one  closing 
order  were  made  on  these  and  the  remainder  of  the  listed 
houses  will  be  dealt  with  in  1948. 


BLINKBONNY  HOME. 


To  the  Provost  and  members  of  the 
Town  Council  of  Falkirk. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1U47,  in  accordance  with  the 
Public  Assistance  Circular  No.  59,  dated  28th  December, 
1938 — Appendix  “I.,”  issued  by  the  Department  of  Health 
for  Scotland. 

A.  Building. 

1.  The  general  condition  of  the  building  is  good  but  is 
not  adequate  for  present  purposes. 

2.  Various  sections  of  the  building  were  washed  and  all 
the  outside  woodwork,  etc.,  was  painted  and  general  repairs 
were  carried  out  where  necessary. 

3.  The  sanitary  arrangements  in  the  Home  are  satis- 
factory. 
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4.  The  building  is  heated  by  coal  fires,  but  this  is  quite 
useless  and  a waste  of  fuel.  During  sudden  changes  of 
temperature  condensation  is  extremely  bad  and  the  only 
cure  appears  to  be  central  heating. 

5.  Fire  appliances  were  recently  overhauled  and  found 
to  be  in  good  order  and  the  staff  are  having  fire  instructions 
from  the  National  Fire  Service. 

6.  No  alterations  have  taken  place  which  required  the 
permission  of  the  Department  of  Health  but  difficulty  of 
getting  supplies  to  and  from  the  sick  wards  is  getting  more 
and  more  difficult  and  I would  recommend  that  a lift  be 
installed. 

B.  Accommodation. 

I.  Classes  of  residents.  Numbers  at  31/12/47. 


Male. 

Female. 

Children. 

Sick  

42 

28 

— 

Infirm  

47 

16 

— 

Children  under  one  year  . . . 

— 

— 

4 

Children,  1 year  to  5 years 

— 

— 

1 

Children,  5 years  to  16  years 

— 

— 

1 

Casual  Vagrants  

1 

— 

— 

Mental  Defectives  

— 

84 

— 

90 

128 

6 

2.  There  are  five  dayrooms;  one  for  the  use  of  females, 
two  for  males  and  two  for  mental  defectives.  These  rooms 
are  extensively  used  for  reading,  games  and  radio  enter- 
tainment, but  the  accommodation  is  too  small  and  is  un- 
suitable for  elderly  people  and  the  lack  of  comfortable  furni- 
ture is  keenly  felt. 

3.  Two  probationary  wards  are  provided;  one  for  male 
and  one  for  female,  both  of  which  are  separate  from  the 
main  building. 

C.  Staff. 

Supervisory  Governor;  Matron;  Clerk;  Clerkess;  Porters, 
two;  Domestic  Cooks,  two;  Laundresses,  two;  Kitchenmaids, 
six;  Boilerman,  one;  Daily  Cleaners,  seven;  Gardener,  one; 
Male  Orderlies,  three;  Enrolled  Assistant  Nurses,  six; 
Unenrolled  Assistant  Nurses,  three. 

D.  Dietary. 

1.  It  has  been  necessary  to  alter  the  diet  to  suit  the 
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Food  Rationing  Orders  and,  like  other  institutions,  suffer 
from  the  lack  of  variety. 

2.  Storage  accommodation  is  very  limited  and  the  mix- 
ture of  soap  and  foodstuff  is  far  from  satisfactory  and  the 
conversion  of  an  air  raid  shelter  into  a store  is  under  review 
at  the  moment. 

E.  Bathing. 

All  residents  are  bathed  at  least  once  per  week. 

F.  Clothing. 

All  residents  are  supplied  with  a weekly  change  of 
clothing  and  face  towels. 

G.  Work  allocated  to  residents. 

All  residents  are  given  work  suitable  to  their  medical 
fitness  and  are  employed  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Home. 
The  number  of  unfit  persons  arriving  at  the  Home  is  still 
increasing  and  at  some  future  date  the  staffing  situation  will 
require  to  be  reviewed. 

H.  Children. 

The  children  are  under  the  charge  of  the  Matron,  who  is 
assisted  by  the  Nursing  Staff.  There  is  no  proper  accommo- 
dation provided  for  the  children  with  the  result  that  children 
are  not  being  properly  looked  after  and  I would  recommend 
that  the  question  of  a children’s  home  be  reopened  once  more. 

One  child  admitted  from  Stirling  County  Council  on 
27th  July,  1946,  has  occupied  a corner  of  a ward  kitchen  since 
his  arrival  and,  despite  many  requests,  I have  been  unable 
to  have  this  child  removed. 

I.  General. 

The  introduction  of  a dyers’  paddle  for  the  washing  of 
woollens  in  the  laundry  has  proved  to  be  a great  success  and 
the  new  hydro-extractor  is  also  working  very  well. 

Two  additional  daily  cleaners  are  now  employed  on  the 
ground  floor  and  there  is  certainly  a marked  difference  in 
the  cleanliness  of  that  accommodation. 

The  staff,  as  a whole,  have  worked  exceedingly  well  but 
the  lack  of  suitable  sitting-room  and  dining-room  accommo- 
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dation  is  a long-felt  want  and  it  is  surprising  that  domestic 
staff  stay  here  under  such  conditions. 

I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  L.  CLARK, 
Governor. 


SEWAGE  WORKS,  DALDERSE. 
Operational  Report  for  year  ending  15th  May,  1947. 


Recorded  flow  of  sewage  to  Works  1,928,377,125  gallons 

Average  daily  flow  5,823,225  gallons 

Raw  sludge  extracted  by  sedimentation  2,212,700  gallons 

Equal  to  9,825  tons 

Digested  sludge  pumped  to  drying  beds  1,401,200  gallons 

Equal  to  6,766  tons 


Average  composition  of  Raw  Sludge  treated: — 

Dry  Solids,  9.43%.  Mineral  Matter,  37.68% 

P.H.6.1. 

Moisture,  90.57%.  Organic  Matter,  62.32% 
Average  composition  of  Digested  Sludge: — 

Dry  Solids,  18.38%.  Mineral  Matter,  53.16% 

P.H.7.6. 

Moisture,  81.62%.  Organic  Matter,  46.84% 


Gas  generated  from  sludge  digestion  902,600  cub.  ft. 

Average  volume  metered  per  day  2,473  cub.  ft. 

Average  composition  of  gas: — 

Methane  64.3% 

Carbon  Dioxide  32.2% 

Hydrogen  3.6% 

Oxygen  None. 

Gross  calorific  value,  614. 


c Johnston  & Co.  Lto..  Herald  Press,  Falkirk. 


